ABSTRACT

WA-I-196 1845
Diller Farm

Leitersburg Vicinity

private

Architecturally this brick house which shows
evidence of having had a recessed double porch along
part of its front elevation, is important as a dated
example of a major type of vernacular dwelling in
the Cumberland Valley that was popular during the mid
19th century. The historic Mason-Dixon Line surveyed
in 1765 passes through the farm and is marked by one
of the original milestones located near the complex of
buildings.
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This farm is located along the Leitersburg-State Line Road at the Mason-
Dixon Line in Washington County, Maryland and Franklin County, Pennsylvania,
The house is situated on level ground just south of the State Line and
faces southwest. :

The dwelling is a two story, five bay brick structure set on low limestone
foundations. A modern addition has been:attached to the reat-elevation.: ' |
The bricks are laid in common bond at all elevations with, generally, five
courses of stretchers between header rows. Set in the gable of the north-
west elevation is a square datestone inscribed with the year 1845 and the
surname Harbaugh. Flat arches of brick are present over full size windows
at the first story of the front and rear elevations and those in the gable
walls. Vertical seams in the masonry flanking the two western bays of the
front elevation suggest that a recessed double porch at that location has
been enclosed.

Windows are distributed rather evenly in the walls. Narrow frames with
rounded surfaces hold two over two or six over six pane double hung sashes.
Some more modern single pane sashes are also present.

The main entrance is located in the center bay of the front elevation. It

is sheltered by a three bay, one story porch with round doric type columns

supporting a hipped roof. Evidence in the masonry suggests that this porch
replaced an earlier structure which extended nearly the whole length of the
front elevat ion,

The roof is covered with modern asphalt shingles and extends beyond the end
walls. A course of molding finish the eaves. Small brick flues are located
inside each gable end.

Just west of the house is a large bank barn. Nearby are other outbuildings
related to agricultural use. Near the barn at the edge of the road is the
99th Mason-Dixon Milestone, WA-I-453. The farm contains 160 acres of which
45 are in TMaryland. . The buildings appear to be in excellent condition.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

This farm complex is significant for its architecture and for its
association with the famous Magson-Dixon Line dividing Maryland and
Pennsylvania.

Architecturally the house is important as a dated example of a major
type of vernacular dwelling in Western Maryland and the Cumberland
Valley which was popular during the mid 19th century. Evidence in the
masonry clearly shows that this house, built in 1845, had a recessed
double porch along part of its front elevation. Houses constructed

in this manner, usually from five to seven bays in length and frequently
built of brick are an important architectural group in the area.

The name Harbaugh 1s inscribed on the datestone. The farm remained in
the Harbaugh family until 1888 when it was sold under terms of the will
of John H. Harbaugh to John H. Miller, Sr. (149/751).

The historic Mason-Dixon Line, surveyed in 1765, passes through this
farm and is marked by the 99th milestone which is located near the barn.
See form WA-I-453,
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Washington County Land Records.

Washington County Probate Records.
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